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BACKGROUND OF THE TNVENTION X l"!" 8 

The invention relates to an integrated system of 

o 

programming communication and involves the fields of computer 
processing, computer communications, television, radio, and 
other electronic communications; the fields of automating the 
handling, recording, and retransmitting of television, radio, 
15 computer, and other electronically transmitted programming,' 
and the fields of regulating, metering, and monitoring the 
availability, use, and usage of such programming. 

For years, television has been recognized as a most 
powerful medium for communicating ideas. And television is 
20 so-called "user-f riendly" ; that is, despite technical 
complexity, television is easy for subscribers to use. 

Radio and electronic print services such as stock 
brokers' so-called "tickers" and "broad tapes" are also 
powerful, user friendly mass media. (Hereinafter, the 
25 electronic print mass medium is called, "broadcast print.") 

But television, radio, and broadcast print are only 
mass media. Program content is the same for every viewer. 
Occasionally one viewer may see, hear, or read information of 
specific relevance to him (as happens when a guest on a 
30 television talk show turns to the camera and says, "Hi, Mom"), 
but such electronic media have no capacity for conveying user 
specific information simultaneously to each user. 

For years, computers have been recognized as having 
unsurpassed capacity for processing and displaying user 
35 specific information. 


